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A Special Meeting of the Election Committee of the Municipal Employees’ Annuity and
Benefit Fund was held in the Fund offices and by video conference on October 7, 2020.
Notice of the meeting was posted in accordance with the Open Meetings Act. The meeting
was called to order at 10:30 a.m.

Roll Call:
Trustee Conyears-Ervin Present
Trustee Johnson Present
Trustee McMahon Present

A quorum was present.

Additional attendees included the following individuals, either in person or by video
conference:

Mr. Dennis White, Executive Director, Ms. Stacey Ruffolo, Deputy Executive Director,
Ms. Donna Hansen, Office Manager, Ms. Mary Patricia Burns, Attorney, Burke, Burns,
and Pinelli and Mr. Benjamin Kidder, Chicago Public Schools.

Trustee Johnson stated that Public Act 101-0640 allows this meeting to be conducted
by a video/audio conference. The Act requires a roll call vote to be taken on each
matter acted upon.

Further, consistent with Public Act 101-0640, Trustee Johnson noted for the record that
the Executive Director was physically present at the Fund’s office. Trustee Johnson
noted that the Committee would be proceeding by video and audio conference because
it continues to believe that due to the pandemic it is prudent to not all be physically
present in the same space. Trustee Johnson noted that notice of this meeting was
posted in accordance with the Open Meetings Act and the meeting was being recorded.
Finally, Trustee Johnson noted that a transcript of the proceedings would be prepared
and ultimately, after approval, made available to the public on the Fund’s website.

Public Comment
Trustee Johnson stated that consistent with Public Act 91-0715 and reasonable

constraints determined by the Board of Trustees or its committees, at each meeting of

the Board or its committees that are open to the public, members of the public may

request a brief time to address the Board on relevant matters within its jurisdiction.

Mr. Benjamin Kidder asked to address the Board. Mr. Kidder stated that his concern for
the lack of representation from Chicago Public Schools on the MEABF Board. Mr.



Kidder stated that he would like to see a revisitation of the state statute that would more
formally incorporate the membership of the Chicago Public Schools or reserve a
position for an Ex Officio appointee.

Ms. Burns stated that this process would be brought to the attention of the Fund’s
Legislative Lobbyist.

Ms. Burns asked Mr. Kidder if he was formally withdrawing his candidacy for the Board
based on the information provided to him pursuant to Section 9-193 of the Pension
Code.

Mr. Kidder confirmed that it was his intent to withdraw his candidacy and stated again
that he would like to see a section added to Pension Code by the legislature to formally
designate a board seat reserved for a Chicago Public School employee in the future.

Ms. Burns informed the committee that two other candidates, Tim Guest and Trustee
Verna Thompson, have applied for the position of trustee. Ms. Burns stated that both of
the candidates were vetted in terms of eligibility and fund staff had concluded that they
were both eligible candidates.

Trustee McMahon made a motion to accept the two confirmed candidates that meet the
eligibility requirements of Section 8-193 of the Pension Code. Seconded by Trustee
Conyers-Ervin.

A roll call vote was held.

Carried: Ayes – Trustee Conyers-Ervin, Trustee Johnson, and Trustee McMahon.
Nays – None.

There being no further business to come before the Committee, Trustee McMahon
made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:45 a.m. Seconded by Trustee Conyears-
Ervin.

Carried by a voice vote.


